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Abstract

Some Critical Points on the Translation of the Wi liang shou ching
(Sutra of Sukhavatavyuha Sutra)

Ven. Bo Kwang, Tae Sik Han
Professor, Division of Buddhisties, Dongguk Univ.-Seoul

This article is a critical review on the Korean translation of the Wu
liang shou ching. Study on the history of the translation of the Sutra
of Limitless Life in several countries and language groups have been
done for some comparisons. The review has been focused on the
chapter eighteen, Bearing in Mind Ten Times in the Wish of Rebirth
in the Next Life. The meanings of the words ‘sin-rak’ and
‘naeji-simnyeom’ have been particularly deeply investigated.

First, the confusion on the meaning of ‘shin-le(f§4%)" occurred due
to the various meanings contained in the character ‘le’. The character
‘le’ is even read in three ways: ak, rak, yo. In the Sanskrit version of
the sutra, the word shin-le corresponds to prasada which means pure
belief. Prasada means ‘believing with pure mind, ‘wish to believe, or
‘to believe without doubt’. The relevant translation might be ‘wish to
believe’.

Second, how to interpret ‘naizhi shinian’. The word shinian means
‘bearing in mind ten times’ and there is not so much confusion.
However, the word ‘zhi’ means ‘or’ or ‘up to, and thus we cannot say

that ‘naizhi shinian’ refers to bearing in mind exactly ten times as
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most translators interpreted. I believe that ‘naizhi shinian’ should be
translated as ‘bearing in mind around ten times. Translation of

Buddhist Sutras into Korean requires keen sense of text reading.

Key Words : shin-le, naizhi shinian, juzushinian, Wu liang shou
ching, kang seng kai, Amitabha, bearing in mind around ten

times, wish to believe, Prasada, pure belief.
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