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Abstract

The Future Direction of the Electronic Buddhist Texts

Han, Bo Kwang

Director, Institute of Electronic Buddhist Texts & Culture content(EBTC),

Dongguk Univ-Seoul

This presentation is to share our experience on making digital Buddhist texts and to
collaborate in solving difficulties for this with experts from all over countries. I understand
that the panel members have been doing valuable work to propagate the Buddha's teaching to
the world through the internet.

EBTC in Dongguk had successively finished Digitalization of Hanguk Bulgyo Chonso at
2007. And we will finish digitizing Hangul Trpitaka which is a Korean version of the
Tripitaka Koreana on 2012.

The performance of this business was that it secured the text digitalization-related
technology through this in the aspect of technology. In other words, it secured mput and
maintenance system development technology of letters not in the unicode, and a retrieval
technology of Korean Buddhist texts such as database saving technology. Also, with the
technology handling ancient documents with Chinese writing, it secured a technology which
could manage all literatures of various cultural assets books.

First of all, it attempted globalization of Korean Buddhist studies, contributed to cost saving
by providing data through intermet, and, finally, was conducive to elevating the school’s
status as a Buddhist university and practicing school establishment ideology.

It suggested several things for the future of digital Buddhist texts in this presentation. At

the same time, the digitalization of Hanguk Bulgyo Chonso, and digitizing Hangul Tripitaka
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might be the beginning which opens new phase so religious purification may be needed more.

I hope that Buddhist stories to give a new life to Buddhist culture contents should be
found. The basic Buddhist culture contents that many people can access on the Web should
be beefed up and the contents’ utility needs to be raised by means of storytelling.

International cooperation should be boosted on Electronic Buddhist Texts. The Internet is
characterized by having no boundary and being open to everyone. As it has been so, the
extension of the medium will boundless, transcending national borders. Thus, there is no doubt
over the necessity of international cooperation for the Electronic Buddhist Texts.

I hope International Collaboration could show one of the ways to link various Buddhist

texts, dictionaries and culture contents operating together.

Key words: Electronic Buddhist Texts, Digitalization of Buddhist Texts, International
Collaboration, Digitalization of Hanguk Bulgyo Chonso, Digitizing Hangul Tripitaka,
The Tripitaka Koreana, Korean Buddhist studies, Buddhist culture contents
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