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Abstract

A Study on the Four Phrases of Avyakata and
the Four Noble Truths of Vyakata

Byoung Sam Shin

Reasercher, Institute of Buddhist Texts & Culture Content,
Dongguk Univ-Seoul

The Buddha's enlightenment is both the announcement of the truth and the denouncement of all
counter—truths. The Buddha could not find any other truths but his own truth. Therefore his
proclamation of the truth was a criticism of all existing thoughts from the negative viewpoint,
which was actually expressed in the unanswered questions(avyakata). Avyakata is not
no-expression, but an expression of the truth of arising-ceasing(samudaya-nirodha), i.e., principle
of impermanence. For the Buddha realized that the phenomenal world exists not according to the
principle of atthi/natthi(being/non-being), but that of arising-ceasing (samudaya-nirodha), it was
wrong and meaningless for him to response to the unreasonable atthi—natthi, which was a kind of
conceptual proliferation(papafica). The Buddha defeated the fallacy of erroneous view based on
atthi-natthi structure through his enlightenment of samudaya-nirodha, just like the darkness
disappears when the light appears. Therefore, the Buddha's enlightenment was a harsh criticism of
non-Buddhists, refusing to discuss the Four Phrases(catu-kotika) of their thought system, as well

as an expression of the Four Noble Truths(catu-ariya—sacca) as his own realization.
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Key words: avyakata, Vyakata, Buddha, enlightenment, truth, arising-ceasing (samudaya-nirodha),
atthi/natthi(being/non-being), conceptual proliferation (papafica), Four Phrases(catu-kotika), Four

Noble Truths(catu- ariya-sacca)
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